
The United States Department of Education
believes that the years before children enter
kindergarten are among the most critical of their

lives when it comes to learning.  Eastern Suffolk BOCES
K-12 Literacy Coordinator Dr. Roberta Senzer of the
Long Island Regional School Support Center (LIRSSC)
in Holbrook agrees. Recently she and her staff
authored a grant application titled Bridges to Literacy,
designed to prepare three- and four-year-old preschool
children, especially those from low-income families, for
entrance into public schools.  According to Dr. Senzer,
“We believe that teacher professional development is
the key to establishing such centers, and in our project
literacy coaches are the primary means through which
professional development is provided.”

Several weeks ago, Congressman Tim Bishop
announced that a $3.2 million grant had been awarded
to Eastern Suffolk BOCES for Bridges to Literacy.

language, cognitive, and early reading abilities in the
areas of oral language, phonological awareness, print
awareness, and alphabet knowledge. Coordinated
with teacher education programs at St. John’s
University, St. Joseph’s College, and C.W. Post Long
Island University, professional development will be
based on a three-tiered philosophy: (1) enhanced
teacher knowledge of scientifically-based reading and
child development research leading to (2) improved
classroom language and literacy instruction that will
lead to (3) results in higher language and literacy
achievement of children.  

The project will offer online and distance education
opportunities including the New York State Education
Department’s Reading Academy and tuition
assistance at the partner universities.  The institutions
of higher education will play a key role in
implementing the program. �

Long Island’s multicultural diversity was the topic
of a study, essay contest, and banquet
celebration at Hofstra University, which also

succeeded in raising funds for research into diversity-
related issues.

According to the National Center for Suburban
Studies (NCSS) at Hofstra University, the suburbs
have emerged as the nexus of dynamic demographic,
social, economic, and environmental change in New
York. NCSS Executive Director Lawrence Levy says
that the Island’s diversity “is the key to its social and
economic survival.”

Suffolk and Nassau County Executives Steve Levy
and Tom Suozzi agree, adding that to make diversity
work, education must be the key to unlock the doors
of intolerance and hatred that hinder future success.
In an effort to help unlock those doors, Eastern
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Suffolk BOCES joined Hofstra in co-sponsoring an
essay competition on Long Island diversity, seeking
input from the very people who stand to benefit the
most from harmonious co-existence. The first, second,
and third place winning entries highlighted the
advantages of living in multicultural communities.  All
three referred to the two counties as being richer for
it, shining like a lighthouse beacon on the proverbial
American quilt.

First place winner Marisa Su, a Garden City tenth
grader, referred to peaceful co-existence leading to
world peace, adding, “Without the widely ranging
cultures that exist around me, I would have been
molded into a girl living in a metaphoric bubble, and
unfortunately, blind to the blossoming society outside
of the shiny, protective shell.”  

Second and third place winners, Bay Shore ninth

“Educating our young people is one of the most
important responsibilities,” said the Congressman.  “I
applaud the ongoing efforts of ESBOCES to prepare our
children to succeed in school so they can succeed in life.”

The program is designed to transform preschool
classrooms into centers of excellence in four Long
Island school districts and Long Island Head Start
programs served by the LIRSSC.  The four districts are
Central Islip UFSD, Hempstead UFSD, South Country
CSD, and Wyandanch UFSD.  A variety of factors,
including inconsistencies in the level of disparity in
early education, reveal troublesome gaps in the
preparation and abilities of the young children.
Bridges to Literacy will level the playing field.

A key component of the plan is professional
development focused on effective teaching, coaching,
and mentoring in support of the teachers.  Training will
center around scientifically-based reading research on

Pictured at the banquet are (left to right) Dr. Evelyn Holman,
Bay Shore Superintendent of Schools, third place essay
winner Kwaku Owusu, Bay Shore High School Principal
Robert Pashkin, and second place winner Tim Batura.
They’re shown with oversized checks of $1,000 for the second
place essay and $500 for the third. First place winner Marisa
Su received $3,000.

Federal Grant Awarded to Bridges to Literacy for Area’s Preschoolers

“We are very excited about having the opportunity to expand our collaboration with local teacher education programs
to better serve the preschool children in our communities,” said ESBOCES Superintendent Edward J. Zero.
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Award announced by Congressman Bishop designed to ensure children will begin school with solid literacy foundation

Public school essayists win competition with views on L.I. diversity



The Long Island Association (LIA), one of the
most visible and vocal organizations working
towards “an even better place to live, work,

raise a family, and do business,” held its Spirit of Long
Island Dinner recently at the Crest Hollow Country
Club in Woodbury.  LIA President Matthew T. Crosson
(left) and Promote Long Island President Brian R.
McCaffrey (right) presented the 2009 Education
Award to Eastern Suffolk BOCES Chief Operating
Officer Gary D. Bixhorn.

As leader of the state’s largest educational service
agency, Mr. Bixhorn is frequently called upon at the
regional and state levels to share his expertise in
school finance, legislative affairs, and regional
services. Mr. Crosson praised his 30 years of
experience serving as an educational administrator
in Suffolk County, making him a valuable resource to
local school districts, educational organizations,
elected officials, and business leaders.

Mr. Bixhorn coordinated the development of the
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COO Bixhorn Is Honored with the Spirit 
of Long Island Award

To be a Superintendent of Schools, candidates must
be enthusiastic visionaries and effective leaders with
a history of successful strategic planning and a
dedication to providing quality education to students.
To be successful in the positions, they must have the
respect of their Boards of Education, maintain
successful relationships with faculty, staff, parents,
and members of the community, and oversee
financially sound plans for their individual districts,
while keeping themselves abreast of current
educational law. Suffolk County public school districts
are renowned for attracting the best of the best.

With our new re-accreditation
certificate displayed in the lobby
– effective through May 1, 2016

– Eastern Suffolk BOCES focus remains on
student performance, the region’s demand for
accountability, and its commitment to the
continually growing, multi-cultural population.
As our Director of Planning and Program
Improvement, Dr. Candace White-Ciraco
said, “The ESBOCES symbol of the
lighthouse stands as a reminder of, and
testament to, efforts in continuing the
important task of providing educational
services that transform lives.”

The new year promises to be challenging
as our leaders in Albany and Washington
respond to the economic crisis. The Long
Island Education Coalition (LIEC), in an effort
to address the Island’s inequitable share of
state aid, has proposed a plan that would call
for state funding to correspond with school
district spending for special education, health
insurance, and pensions. That story is inside
this edition of Dialogue.

Reflecting on the Thomas Conoscenti
Report, “Education: An Economic
Powerhouse – School District Operations and
Long Island’s Economy,” I am struck by the
numbers, which include education being a
$10.7 billion industry. Again, we came
together and spoke with one voice to remind
the Governor that Long Island is an economic
engine for the state, generating over $3
billion per year. Still, he announced delaying
the payment of $16.4 million of the region’s
school aid and according to figures at the
State Comptroller’s Office, it does not include
STAR property tax rebates. Those funds are
nearly triple the amount of the regular state
aid payments.

We do have some good news to report, so
inside these pages you will find articles on the
$3.2 million Reading First Grant awarded to
the agency through Congressman Tim
Bishop, and Hofstra University’s Conference on
Urban Diversity and the essay competition
that was co-sponsored by ESBOCES.

Happy reading and
best wishes for success
in 2010.

Pamela Betheil,
Board  President

Six New
Superintendents
Take the Lead for
Suffolk Schools

A Message from the
Board President

Mr. Michael Comanda – Greenport UFSD

Mr. Michael Hartner – Springs UFSD

Dr. Agatha Kelly – Miller Place UFSD

Mr. Charles Meyers – Fishers Island UFSD

Mr. Robert Parry – (interim) Sachem CSD

Mr. Donald Webster – Three Village CSD

School Property Tax Reform Act proposal on behalf
of the Suffolk County School Superintendents
Association (SCSSA), and currently serves as
legislative chairperson for SCSSA and as chairperson
of the Federal Legislation Committee of the New York
State Council of School Superintendents. 

Keynote speaker Nassau District Attorney Kathleen
M. Rice addressed myriad challenges facing Long
Island and the programs created to help combat
those issues.  More than 200 members of the Island’s
business community were in attendance. �

Taking the helm for the 2009-10 school year are the following new component school
district Superintendents of Schools:

Eastern Suffolk BOCES congratulates them on their achievements 
and wishes them continued success.

Have you heard the one about some people
catching swine flu by getting the H1N1
immunization?  

Or maybe you heard the rumor about the swine
flu vaccine being closely related to thalidomide – the
1960’s drug that was not approved by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA), but available in Canada
and the United Kingdom to help pregnant women
experiencing nausea.  After nine months, it was

What Have You Done to Prevent the Flu?
Entertaining Video Explains Precautions

linked to birth defects. (Thirty years later, the FDA did
approve thalidomide, but for treating leprosy.)

For accurate and up-to-date information, schools
and communities should visit the Center for Disease
Control site www.cdc.gov and the county’s health
site at www.co.suffolk.ny.us. The H1N1 vaccine is
approved by the FDA.

Locally, Eastern Suffolk BOCES joined forces last
spring with the Suffolk County Health Department

(continued on page 3)



Presented as a “Framework for the Future”, the
School Property Tax Relief Act created by the
Long Island Education Coalition (LIEC) is asking

Long Islanders to join forces for “One Island, One
Voice.”  In order to enable Long Islanders to speak with
one voice, the LIEC has crafted this proposal to help
guide the state through the fiscal crisis.  According to
Gary Bixhorn, the Suffolk County School
Superintendents Association’s representative to the
LIEC, “The Framework is a comprehensive
proposal that offers structural changes to
promote fairness, offset foundation
formula inequities, and implement cost-
reduction initiatives.”  

The proposal is designed to correct
funding inequities that have existed
on Long Island education for far too
long.  This includes the foundation
formula, regional cost differences, and
the rising dependence on property taxes to
fund school districts’ needs.  Wendell Chu, a
member of the LIEC, President of the SCSSA, and

Superintendent of the East Islip UFSD, said, “The Long
Island Education Coalition is stepping forward with a
proposal that will help make school districts, the
Governor, and the New York State Legislature true
partners in the education of our state’s children.  This
proposal can go a long way toward making education
a priority in our state and making it affordable for local

property taxpayers.”
The LIEC is proposing a “Framework for the Future”:

50/50 funding, with the state being an equal partner
in educating children; State support that keeps pace
with increasing costs of state-managed programs such
as retirement plans; special education mandates that
rely more and more each year on property taxes; a
foundation formula choice for high-cost regions; and
enhanced transparency that provides taxpayers with

a clearer picture of how monies are spent.
The “Framework for the Future” was
discussed at a recent SCSSA Advocacy

Training Workshop, hosted by SCSSA
Secretary and Superintendent of
Middle Country CSD, Roberta Gerold.
"There is hope of reform as we have
a strong voice, and represent many

voters. The challenge is to keep the
movement energized,” said Gerold.  We

all have many pulls on our time and
resources, but we have to continue to make

the time for this very important effort.”   �
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LIEC Proposes School Property Tax Relief Act

Suffolk County school districts continued to
promote drug abuse prevention by educating
Long Island youth and their families. Sachem

CSD’s Assistant Superintendent Gail Grenzig and
Sachem East High School Assistant Principal Denise
Dolan also looked at the law.  They found that no law
requires anyone, even minors, to get treatment for
substance abuse, including medical detoxification.
Thus was born a task force called AWARE, that is
pushing for a law to provide hospital beds to minors
with addictions, as well as state support for a law that
allows parents to intervene and put their children into
detox without a court order.

The New York State Congress of Parents and
Teachers adopted a resolution in November in support
of legislation giving parents and guardians that rightful
authority over their minors.  At the time this article was
written, the presidents of the Sachem and Smithtown
Teachers’ Unions were co-sponsoring a similar petition
seeking support from NYSUT.  

Ms. Grenzig reports that feedback from a Sachem-
sponsored conference titled “The Effects of Drug Use
on the Adolescent Brain” by presenter Dr. Stephen
Dewey, senior scientist at Brookhaven National Lab
and an Eastern Suffolk BOCES board member, “was
extremely positive.”  She added that AWARE’s dual

purpose of changing legislation and educating
communities continues in support of parents dealing
with childhood drug abuse. Sitting members include
Suffolk County Legislators William Lindsey, Lynne
Nowick, and Kate Browning.

At the time this article was being written, a meeting
between Senator Brian Foley and AWARE committee
members had been confirmed.

A Web site has been set up for AWARE. For more
information on this hard-working group of concerned
educators and citizens, and to learn what you can do
to help, visit http://www.sachem.edu/admin/health
_info/aware/aware.htm �

Sachem Sets Up AWARE Web Site

“The Long Island Education Coalition is

stepping forward with a proposal
that will help make school districts, the Governor, 

and the NYS Legislature true partners
in the education of our state’s children.”

— Wendell Chu, a member of LIEC, President of SCSSA,
and Superintendent of East Islip UFSD

Executive Seminars in School Business
Affairs, an educational leadership and
accountability course for school district

administrators, co-sponsored by ESBOCES
and SUNY Stony Brook, held a certification
ceremony recently. 

Among those earning certificates were
Nicole Barbante, Patchogue-Medford UFSD;
Susann Crossan, Maria Dorr, and Susan Wilson,
Rocky Point UFSD; Gloria Dingwall, Westbury
UFSD; Jacqueline Fitzpatrick, East Williston
UFSD; Rodney Gilmore, Hempstead UFSD;
Stephen Lando, Great Neck UFSD; Michael
Comanda, Greenport UFSD; and Joseph
Marchesiello, Bethpage UFSD.  Also pictured are Marlene Brennan, SUNY Director of the Public
Education Center, Barbara Salatto, ESBOCES Associate Superintendent for Management Services
and Amy Margolies, SUNY Program Coordinator.

Administrative Certification
at SUNY Stony Brook

What Have You Done to Prevent 
the Flu? (continued from page 2)

and the Suffolk County Shool
Superintendents Association (SCSSA) to
formulate a readiness plan. Additionally, the
agency posted vital information on its Web
site and supplied all component districts with
free copies of an entertaining but
informational, as well as educational video on
cough and sneeze etiquette titled “Why Don’t
We Do It In Our Sleeves?”  Superintendents
began to report how well-received the
production was when shown to faculty, staff,
and students, declaring it entertaining, as
well as educational.

As described by the video’s narrator, the
purpose of this humorous informational video
is to make sneezing and coughing into our
sleeves “fashionable and even patriotic.”  �



The U. S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is
the nation’s foremost coalition of leaders
from every sector of the building industry,

promoting structures that are environmentally
responsible, healthy places in which to work and
live.  Recently, the Long Island Chapter held its
second annual scholarship presentation to college
students. The awards are given to students who
approach design and building with fresh,
innovative ideas that support the USGBC’s
mission. Eastern Suffolk BOCES Plant Facilities
Administrator Keith Anderson, who sits on the
Suffolk County and New York State School
Buildings Association Scholarship Committees,
helped to present four Long Island students with
awards in support of their higher education goals.

“The committee’s focus is on educating students
on everything green,” explained Mr. Anderson.

“We don’t want college graduates to begin
thinking green their first day on a new job, we
want them to be green.” He addressed
ESBOCES classes for high school
students providing that early education.
“We teach them about the new
processes that are available, such as
energy efficient panels and lighting,” he
added. “It’s all very exciting.”

Pictured is Mr. Anderson congratulating
Web Institute senior Lowell Dickerson with a
$2,500 scholarship. Lowell is studying Naval
Architecture and Marine Engineering.   

The brunch was held at Carlyle on the
Green in Bethpage. Holiday centerpieces
were created by ESBOCES horticultural
students at the Islip Career Center under the
instruction of Mr. Mark Haven. �
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graders Tim Batura and Kwaku Owusu, wrote about
Long Island being a melting pot in which diverse
social and economic backgrounds have the
potential to create what Mr. Batura described as “a
wealthy and sustainable community.” Mr. Batura’s
personal experience witnessing discrimination led
to his suggestion that changing the environment of

people with a low tolerance for immigrants could
make the difference.  

Mr. Owusu believes that “mutual understanding
leads to increased productivity,” adding, “It is
beneficial to read about other cultures in school,
but it is better to meet and talk to people from
those countries.”

Praising the talent and maturity of her two
students, Bay Shore Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Evelyn Holman said, “How exciting that of the three
award-winning essays, two belong to Bay Shore High
School freshmen. Our students’ fine work reflects the
spirit of Bay Shore’s multicultural community that
embraces and supports all our students.”  �

Suburban Diversity Is Essay Topic (continued from page 1)

When President Barack Obama signed the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 into law earlier this year, he

promised that the two-year stimulus money would
save jobs by preventing layoffs and cutbacks and
provide flexibility to use the monies for school
modernization and repair.  A letter from the White
House stated, “Education funding in the Recovery
Act will save tens of thousands of jobs in schools –
many of them for teachers and aides who work
with disadvantaged students and students with
disabilities.”

Concerns were expressed by district officials,
including what to expect when the two years are
over. Meanwhile, some school business
administrators wondered why the federal
government couldn’t just give the money to the
state to replace what had been lost so the same
programs could be continued.  From the beginning,

ARRA procedures were unclear, at times frustrating,
and very time consuming.  Connetquot CSD
Assistant Superintendent for Business Kevin
O’Brien says, “Of course, it is all worth it.  The
reporting does takes a lot of time, but we need the
money we’ve lost.”  His district participated in a
December ARRA webinar.

Regarding the accounting time required, West
Islip UFSD Assistant Superintendent for Business
Wendy Duffy speculates, “The federal government
wants to be able to show how many jobs were
saved by the Recovery Act and they probably want
to ensure that the money is, in fact, going to school
districts, hence all the transparent reporting.” 

As the regional agency, the role of Eastern
Suffolk BOCES is to provide direction to its
component districts so that the area’s assistant
superintendents for business speak with one voice

regarding the accountability and transparency of
the stabilization money being received.  In an effort
to keep all districts on the same page, ESBOCES
hosted a webinar in September, prepared by the
State Education Department, and participated in
another – an ASBO exclusive – on December 2.
“Funding News” was also sent to district
administrators, which provided them with ARRA
updates, guidance on the Stabilization Fund,
funding opportunities regarding education grants,
using the funds for BOCES expenses, a Web site
address that contains a quick overview of the
federal reporting, and more.  For additional
assistance, contact ESBOCES Program
Administrator, Kathleen Wojciechowski at 687-
3122/ kwojciec@esboces.org.

The due date for the second round of reporting
was December 31. �

ARRA Funds Require Unprecedented Transparent Reporting


